
 

SISD Bond Accountability Committee 
April 19, 2021– Project Status Update Meeting 

Executive Summary 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Robert Alvarez, Amanda Gonzalez, Adrian Hernandez, Craig Patton, James Kotter, Maryann Paez, Jose L. 
Reyes, Tomas Sigala Jr. 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
José Espinoza, superintendent; Tom Eyeington, chief operations officer; Daniel R. Escobar, chief 
communications officer; Rudy Campoya, Chief Human Resources Officer, Hector Reyna, Chief 
Technology Officer; Carmen Crosse, Assistant Superintendent of Schools; Lucero Miranda-Reid, Socorro 
High School principal; Gabriel Crespo, director of construction; Shelly Chenausky, director of Child 
Nutrition Services;  Christy Flores-Jones, senior communications specialist; Celeste Reyes, public 
relations staff writer; Gracie Tovar, administrative specialist for facilities and planning; Susie Godina, 
facilities and planning; David Ayala, facilities and planning, Brianda Gonzalez, administrative specialist 
for public relations; Cesar Ruiz, public relations multimedia specialist; Acavius Largo, public relations 
production specialist, representatives from BTC, VLK Architects, and Nine Degrees Architecture.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
BAC Chair Robert Alvarez welcomed the committee and thanked the SISD administration and staff for 
organizing the first in-person BAC meeting since the COVID-19 pandemic began. Superintendent José 
Espinoza greeted the committee and recognized Socorro High School principal Lucero Miranda-Reid. He 
talked about the challenging time the district has faced throughout the pandemic and acknowledged the 
positive teamwork among students, employees, and families in Team SISD, which has been instrumental 
in continuing the district’s success.  
 
Both Dr. Espinoza and Mr. Alvarez mentioned how proud the community was to celebrate the ribbon-
cutting ceremony in February that officially marked the completion/opening of the baseball and softball 
fields and the tennis courts as part of the first phase of the reconstruction of Socorro High School. Ms. 
Miranda-Reid also greeted the committee and said teachers and staff were working hard to ensure all 
students are being provided with a high-quality education and the Socorro High School community is 
excited to see the great progress developing at the school through Bond 2017. 
 
BOND 2017 PROJECT STATUS UPDATE 
The SISD Bond 2017 program is in its third year with 29 total projects. Seven projects have been 
completed, some are partially completed, and 17 projects are under construction. Three projects are in 
design phase. 
 



 

Montwood High School improvements 
The district has taken possession of some of the completed portions of the improvements at Montwood 
High School. With many students not back on campus yet due to the pandemic, it has allowed for the 
project to be expedited and moving steadily forward. The new band room, theater room (black box) and 
classrooms on the second floor are completed. The new bistro and serving area, which will increase 
capacity for food service and seating area, are completed, as well. The project is scheduled to be 
completed by July 2021. 
 
Americas High School improvements 
The Career and Technical Education areas of the improvement project at Americas High School have 
been completed and turned over to the district. Finishing work is under way throughout the facility, 
including the cafeteria/kitchen, fine arts addition, classrooms, and science labs. The project is scheduled 
to be completed by fall 2022. 
 
El Dorado High School improvements 
The El Dorado High School improvements also were expedited due to students not being on campus 
during the pandemic. Finishing work is going on in the CTE building, classrooms/new science building, 
fine arts addition, and theater room (black box). New and improved spaces include a guitar/choir area, 
concession building, family science, flower shop, animal science and robotics rooms. The band room, 
nurse’s suite, and architectural room are completed. Roofing/ceiling and HVAC work, new refrigerated 
air in the football locker room, is ongoing. The project is scheduled to be completed by fall 2022. 
 
New Student Activities Complex II 
The new Student Activities Complex continues in the design phase and will be put out for bid in July or 
August. Construction is planned to begin this summer and continue through April 2023. Aerial site plans 
show what the new complex will look like, which will include the sunken football field, one-level seating, 
an amphitheater, concession areas, VIP area, locker rooms, and press box. The fine arts area of the 
complex will include offices; a gallery space; meeting rooms which can be divided into one, two or three 
spaces; and pantry space. The project is scheduled to be completed by May 2023. 
 
Auxiliary gyms 
The auxiliary gyms in the first phase of the project have been completed and turned over to the 
campuses. The completed gyms are at Benito Martinez, Elfida P. Chavez, Helen Ball, Lujan-Chavez, 
O’Shea Keleher and Sgt. Robert Ituarte elementary schools. The second phase of the package are nearly 
finished, as well, with work being completed on roofs, trims, and canopies. The completion is projected 
for July 2021. The schools in the second phase are Horizon Heights, Vista del Sol, Loma Verde, Myrtle 
Cooper, and Sierra Vista. The third package of the project is moving forward rapidly and comprises the 
Socorro area schools -- Campestre, Escontrias, H.D. Hilley, Hueco, Robert Rojas. Foundation work is 
taking place at Campestre, structural framing and bars are going up at Escontrias, the CMU blocks are 
up, and the roofing is coming in at Hilley, the CMU blocks are being built up and preparations for 
structural work is happening at Hueco, and foundation work is going on at Rojas Elementary. The third 
phase of the project is scheduled to be completed in January 2022.                                  
 



 

Technology and Support Services   
The new facility for technology and support services is near completion and is scheduled to be released 
to the district in July 2021. New furniture for the building is being delivered and the exterior of the facility 
is being completed. The new facility will include an entry area with stained concrete; a flex space, with 
retractable walls that allows for one big meeting space or two smaller meeting rooms; lecture seating 
capability on both sides of the space or regular tables and chairs can be used; and collaboration meeting 
rooms. The lower level will be public access and the upper level will be restricted for the Network 
Operations Center.  
 
The canopy at the transportation facility and the maintenance and operations facility are in the design 
phase and are scheduled to release later this year for bidding. 
 
New combo school   
The ground-breaking ceremony for the new combination school in the Eastlake area was celebrated in 
January 2021. Much progress already has been completed on the project in a short amount of time. 
The elementary school will be built first and is scheduled to be substantially completed by July 2022. 
The middle school is scheduled to be substantially completed by December 2022. 
 
Reconstruction of Socorro High School  
The Socorro High School reconstruction is on schedule with progress advancing steadily. The first phase 
is completed and includes the new softball and baseball fields, tennis courts, marching band blacktop 
and parking lots. The second phase is nearing completion, which will enable students to be moved into 
the new building so that construction can continue in the rest of the facility. Flooring and ceiling tiles are 
being installed and cabling and restroom work is being completed. The new facility in this second phase 
will include the classrooms and spaces for fire science, art, the auto technology areas for the new diesel 
technology program, the barber shop for the new barbery program, journalism rooms, and the theater 
room (black box), which will be used as the auditorium while the existing auditorium is being refurbished. 
The second phase is scheduled to be completed by June 2021 and the third phase is scheduled to be 
completed by April 2023. 
 
Eastlake & Pebble Hills sports lighting 
The Eastlake High School sports lighting and Pebble Hills High School field modifications and sports 
lighting projects were scheduled for the bids to be awarded at the April 20, 2021, board meeting. 
 
SOCORRO HIGH SCHOOL TOUR 
The architects from VLK Architects, along with support from Nine Degrees Architecture, led the tour of 
the reconstruction at Socorro High School. SISD facilities and operations also supported to answer 
questions and provided additional information about the project. BAC members toured the first and 
second floors of the new facility being built on the campus. The first floor includes Career and Technical 
Education classrooms and specialty spaces, such as the diesel technology, barbering, cosmetology, 
culinary arts, fire science program areas; art classrooms, counseling suite, special education classrooms, 
kitchen, cafeteria, and black box (theater). Science labs, journalism and law enforcement classrooms, 
the library, and general classrooms are located on the second floor. From the second floor you can 



 

oversee the lobby and the seating area of the theater. Once this building is completed, the next phase 
will be started, which will include razing the former administration area and the library areas of the old 
building. The newest science labs and the football field will remain. The project is moving steadily and 
efficiently and when completed will provide a new, equitable, state-of-the art facility for the Socorro 
community. The reconstructed Socorro High School is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2023. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
The next BAC meeting will be conducted at Montwood High School in July. An exact date will be 
determined. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 


